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Special Town Meeting, May 9, 2011 (also ATM Article 58) 
Warrant Article 7, Appropriation/Takings—Massachusetts Avenue Sidewalks  “To see 
if the Town will vote to act by and through the Board of Selectmen to take by eminent domain, purchase, 
or otherwise acquire outright or acquire permanent or temporary easements along Massachusetts Avenue 
between Pond Lane and the Cambridge City Line for the purpose of improving or replacing sidewalks in 
connection with the Commonwealth’s Transportation Improvement Program, to appropriate a sum or 
sums of money for such acquisitions, determine how the money will be raised and expended, including the 
possibility of borrowing any or all of it, or take any action related thereto.” 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
What is an easement? 
An easement is a right to use land owned by someone else—either temporarily or permanently—for a 
specific purpose, such as the construction of utilities, roadways or sidewalks. 
 
Why do we need easements for the Mass. Ave. project?  
In order to replace sidewalks as part of the reconstruction project, the federal government requires that we 
acquire the right to touch or step onto the private property abutting the sidewalks—either lawn, driveway, 
or building.  The sidewalks themselves are located on public property. 
 
What is the impact of this Article? 
Positive action under this Article will allow the Town to acquire the right to go on private property in 
order to replace sidewalks within the Mass. Ave. reconstruction project from Pond Lane to the Cambridge 
city line.  The Town will then work with all individual landowners to explain the effect on their property, 
to discuss the donation process, and to arrange for appraisals. 
 
What happens if Town Meeting votes “no”? 
The Town may seek to redesign the project to eliminate or minimize sidewalk reconstruction.  Some 
sidewalks will not get replaced.  The Town would investigate replacing a portion of the sidewalks in a 
way that would not require easements. 

 
Why are there some permanent easements and some temporary easements required? 
Temporary easements are needed for construction purposes to provide access for the contractor to 
reconstruct the sidewalk.  Permanent easements are needed, for instance, to install wheelchair ramps when 
there isn’t the required space between the ramp and private property, or when the sidewalk width doesn’t 
meet ADA standards.  
 
How much will it cost the Town? 
Several factors will play into this figure, including the final appraised values and possible donations, but 
DPW estimates it will be between $100,000 and $200,000.   
 
What if Town Meeting votes “yes,” but a property owner doesn’t agree to allow access to their 
property? 
The Town may take the easement by eminent domain provided that certain rules are followed, including 
proper notice, appraisal of the value of the easement, and payment of appropriate compensation. 


